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Fire Prevention Measures
for the Dry Season
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Winters in Japan—especially
on the Pacific side—are extremely
dry. In addition, the use of heating
appliances during winter further
increases dryness. As a result,it turns
to an environment prone to fires.

To protect your precious lives
and homes, it is important to
understand the causes of fires and
to stay alert in daily life.

Are you doing any of the
following?
1.Connecting many electrical plugs

to a single outlet, causing the

total power consumption to
exceed the maximum allowable
capacity

2.Placing furniture or other objects
on electrical cords

3.Allowing dust to accumulate
between electrical plugs and
outlets

4.Falling asleep while smoking

5.Leaving a stove unattended while
cooking

6.Falling asleep while leaving a
heater on

7.Drying laundry near a heater
In addition to avoiding these, it is
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also important to install residential
fire alarms (required to install by
law) and fire extinguishers.

Furthermore, smartphones
and mobile batteries containing
lithium-ion batteries may pose risks
such as overheating, rupturing, or
catching fire if they are subjected
to strong impact. Do not throw
them away with regular garbage
or leave them in high-temperature
environments.

Mobile batteries are recyclable.
Used batteries are collected at
“recycling partner stores,” such
as electronics shops and home
improvement centers. Please place
them in the designated recycling

boxes.
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Do Not Worry Alone—Seek
Advice
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You have come to Japan from
overseas and may not yet be
accustomed to many things, feeling
unsure or worried about various
things. Whether it is housing, your
children’s education, pregnancy
and childbirth, pension matters,
how to enroll in National Health
Insurance, mental or physical
health, work-related issues, or
anything else—please do not try
to solve everything by yourself.
Even if you do not have friends
from your home country in Japan,
the Funabashi City Hall has several
consultation counters where you
can receive support. The staff
will listen to your concerns and
connect you with the appropriate
specialists or support services.
If you need to consult about
something but do not understand
Japanese, please visit the
Funabashi Multilingual Information
Center and explain your situation.
You can receive free consultations
in 12 languages. The Funabashi
Multilingual Information Center
is located on the 1st floor of the
City Hall
is also available by telephone or

, and the consultation

email. For reception hours, phone
numbers, and website information,
please see Page 4.

You can also receive free legal
consultations with lawyers or
administrative scriveners regarding
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* https://www.fira.jp

residence status, issues related to
housing or employment, and other
legal or specialized matters related
to daily lives. Please check
consultation methods and
schedules at the Funabashi
Multilingual Information Center.

A leaflet introducing free
consultation services, “Do Not
Worry Alone— T

Seek Advice,” is

available. —
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Traditional Japanese New
Year's Events
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celebrate and make wishes. You've
probably seen food for these
events at the supermarket.

January is the month of New
Year. New Year's Day (January
1st) is a national holiday. Family
members who live far away gather
at their parents' homes to pray
for happiness in the coming year.
The period up to January 7th is
often called "Oshogatsu" (New
Year). Kadomatsu and Shimekazari
decorations are used to ward
off evil spirits. New Year's food is
called "Osechi ryori" (New Year's
cuisine). It is made with auspicious
ingredients. For example,
shrimps,that have curved backs,
represent a wish people will live
long enough to have curved backs.
Children look forward to receiving
money called "Otoshidama" (New
Year's gift) from adults.

February is the month of
“Setsubun.” In 2026, Setsubun
It is
the day before the beginning of

will fall on February 3rd.

spring and marks the change of
seasons. It is an event to drive
away demons, which symbolize
illness and disaster. A major
custom is "Mamemaki," in which
roasted beans are thrown while
chanting "Oni wa soto, fuku wa
uchi" ("Demons out, good fortune
in"). Also, enomaki (thick seaweed
rolls), wrapped around auspicious
ingredients originated in the Kansai
region, is now enjoyed nationwide.

March is the month of

growth of girls. People celebrate
this festival displaying Hina dolls
representing ancient court figures,
and peach blossoms, as well as
having Amazake (sweet sake), Hina
arare (rice crackers), Hishimochi
(rice cakes), Chirashi sushi (scatterd
sushi), and clam soup. Each food
symbolizes health, longevity, and a

good match.
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Please apply from the website. Check here for details and application.
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Funabashi Official Guide Book
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This booklet provides information about daily life for foreign residents Including procedures at
City Hall, public facilities and consultation services.
This is available at Public Relations Section, Funabashi City Hall.
You can download PDF data from the web site of the City.
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