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“Hina Matsuri” is a festival in
Japan which is celebrated on
March 3rd to pray for the healthy
growth and happiness of girls.
The festival, “Tango no sekku”
celebrated on May 5th, is only for
boys and “Hina Matsuri” or “Momo
no sekku” is the counterpart
celebrating girls.

There are a few theories about
the origin of Hina Matsuri, but
most likely it started in ancient
China around the 3rd century. It
was later introduced to Japan and
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eventually became a tradition as
Momo no sekku in the Nara Period
which is over 1,000 years ago.

In those days, people created
small paper dolls and flow them
down the river, hoping that they
would get rid of bad luck from their
daughters as substitutes. It was
in the Edo Period that the current
custom of displaying hina dolls
at home finally became popular
among Japanese citizens.

In present days, families with
young girls display a set of
traditional Japanese beautiful
dolls called hina-ningyo (hina
dolls) at home. The hina dolls
are displayed with a prayer for a
girl’'s good health and happiness
in the future. Like many other
holidays, Hina Matsuri is also a
day when people enjoy special
dishes. “Chirashizushi” is a popular
one, which can be translated as
“scattered sushi” in English. It is a
traditional Japanese dish consisting
of vinegared rice with a variety of
ingredients, including vegetables,
thin egg omelets and seafood
that are scattered on top. Also,
people enjoy “amazake (a sweet
beverage)” and “hina arare (sweet
colorful rice crackers)” as well.
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Periodical use of the city-
operated parking lots for bicycles
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A bicycle parking lot is called
“Churinjo” in Japanese. If you leave
your bicycle on a sidewalk, it will
be transferred to a storage facility
and you have to pay a fee to have
your bicycle released.

If you go to the station nearby
by bicycle every day, the city-
operated bicycle parking lots is
convenient and inexpensive. For
example, using a bicycle parking lot
near Funabashi station costs from
330 yen to 1,210 yen a month (
Half price for high school students
and younger. Parking fees vary
depending on a parking location,
and how many months you rent it).

One year periodical use of a
parking lot starts in April, but
its application are accepted
in January. You can make your
application only during the period
as mentioned in  Japanese version
of this article.

It is convenient to apply online
or by mail. If you want to apply
by mail, an application form is
available at the city hall or the city-
operated bicycle parking lots. If
the number of applications exceed
the number of available parking
lots, it will be a lottery.

Once availability of your parking
lot is confirmed, you will receive “a
notice of approval of your parking
lot (the statement of payment)”
on around 16th February. Please
don’t forget to pay your parking
fee. If you receive “a notice of the
disapproval”, please reapply in the
second application term or put
your name on the waiting list of
the first application.

The city office will support you
to check which parking lot has any
vacancies, the details of parking
fees, and show you how to fill out
an application form. Please don't
hesitate to contact the city office
with any further questions.

Urban Development Section:
047-436-2293 (Funabashi city hall
4th floor)

Funabashi Multilingual
Information Center: 050-3101-
3495(No.11 Desk, Funabashi city
hall 1st floor)

To apply online, please visit:

https://www.city.funabashi.lg.jp/
kurashi/koutsu/001/p023395.html

¥ If you wish to use a parking lot
now, you can apply at any time as
far as there is a vacant parking lot
available.

% There are some parking lots
where you can park under 125 cc
scooter or bike.
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When riding a bicycle.
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We introduce Japanese traffic
rules and manners when riding a
bicycle.

B Please do a theft prevention
registration for a bicycle bought
or received by you. Registration
can be done at any bicycle shop.
Note!) When leaving your bicycle,

always be sure to lock it.

M Please follow the rules when
riding a bicycle.

@ Please ride on the left side
of the road when riding a bicycle.
Sidewalk can be used when it is
unavoidable for safety reasons.

Please ride slowly on the sidewalk
closer to the road. Pedestrians
have the priority on the sidewalk.

@ Please obey safety rules.

« Do not ride under the
influence of alcohol. Do not carry
a passenger. Do not ride side-by-
side.

+ Please switch the light on
during night time. Reflectors are
also helpful.

+ Obey traffic light signals at
intersections. Come to a full
stop and check the traffic in all
directions to make sure it is safe to
enter the intersection.

® Please do not ride a bicycle
while holding an umbrella, looking
at a smart phone or listening to
music through headphones.

M Please use a bicycle parking lot
when leaving your bicycle.

I bicycles are left on the street
(no-parking zones), they will be
transferred to a storage facility.
You will need to pay a fee to have
your bicycle released.

M All bicycle riders are required to
enroll in a bicycle insurance.

In Chiba prefecture all bicycle
riders were mandated to enrollin a
bicycle insurance by law effective
July 1, 2022.

You will have to
pay a large amount
of money if injuring
someone with your
bicycle.
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You can see multilingual Traffic
Safety Guidelines and Japanese
traffic rules leaflet on Funabashi
City Official Website.
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Please apply from the website. Check here for details and application.
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This booklet provides information about daily life for foreign residents Including procedures at
City Hall, public facilities and consultation services.
This is available at Public Relations Section, Funabashi City Hall.
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