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The New Year in Japan
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“‘New Year” is based on a word
representing January in the lunar
calendar. From January 1st to the
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3rd it is called “San-ga-nichi”, and
until 7th it is called “Matsunouchi”.
This period is called *New Year”.
On the first day of the year, we
welcome the “Toshigami® (the god
of the incoming year) , and pray
for fertility and good health. The
entrance is decorated with a pine
wreath called a “Kadomatsu” and
also a “Shime-kazari” using hemp
and or straw rope. This means
"Akuma-barai’, to protect the home
against devil spirits, and people put
"Kagamimochi", symmetrical rice
cakes at home and offering to God.

This is a time when many people
return home and spend time with
their families. They eat “Osechi”,
a traditional new year dish. Each
“Osechi” has its own meaning.
Various wishes such as good
luck, good health, and money are
included. Then many people will do
what is called, "Hatsumode’, the
first shrine visit, to pray for good
health and fertility.

Recently, however, the way of
spending New Year seems to have
diversified. How are you planning
to welcome 2020 ?
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The lighthouse & the festival
of Funabashi Daijingu
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In the past, the beacon of the
lighthouse here was a landmark for
safe ships transiting the coast of
Funabashi.

However, it burned down during
the “Boshin™ war (1868) . Since it
was vital to ships navigating the
waterway it was rebuilt in1880
with donations from people of the
area. And was discontinued as a
lighthouse in 1895 when it became
a government-approved private
lighthouse.

The lighthouse is a three-story
wooden building with a tile roof.
It is unusual in that it is a mixture
of Japanese and western styling.
The 1st and 2nd story are of a
Japanese style construction while
the 3rd story is of a western-
inspired style. As of 1 April 2016,
the Funabashi Daijingu Shrine
(Oohi Jinja) has been designated
as an “important landscape
building’.

It is here, yearly, that the
Tomyoudai festival (lighting the
beacon) is held on the Saturday
before “coming of age day”

In 2020 it will be held Saturday,
January 11th from 5pm. A
beacon will be illuminated to
commemorate the coming of age
day ceremony.

In the precincts, there will be
dances, known as “Kappore”,
sweet sake, named “Amasaki”,
soup with rice cakes, “Zouni” and
other confectionaries served to the
attendees.

Why not come and join the
festivities at the lighthouse ?

The address is Miyamoto 5-2-1
Funabashi

And a contact phone number is :
047-424-2333
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- How to apply for municipal

- bicycle parking permit
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If you want to use the bicycle
parking lots at the station nearest
to your station, you need to apply
with the city.

You can apply via the Internet
or by form (postcard, which you
can get at the urban development
division counter on the 4th floor
of the city office /General service
center in front of Funabashi
station/branch office/the bicycle
parking lot office) .In the case of
an application form, please mail or
bring it to the urban development
division of the city office.

You can also download the
application form from the city
website.

& First application period From
Jan 15, 2020 to Jan 31, 2020
Notification of availability

scheduled to be sent out on Feb

19, 2020

4 Second application period From
Feb 25, 2020 to Mar 3, 2020
Notification of availability

scheduled to be sent out on Mar

12,2020
Please see the city's website for

details.

If you have any questions, please
come to the city office urban
development division.

Inquiries : Urban Development
Section

phone : 047-436-2293
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Recycling of small home
appliances
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We collect small household
appliances that you used to reduce
garbage.

OSmall household appliances
collecting

 Mobile phone

- Digital camera

- Game machines, etc.

OThe place where we are
collecting
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Funabashi City Hall,Public
Facilities on the Fifth Floor
of “FACE Building”,Public Hall
(Tobu,Katsushika,Miyamoto.etc)

O Note

* There is a box in the collection

place.

-We are collecting home

appliances that fits in the box.

* Do not put garbage.

+If you do not understand,

please ask the Funabashi City
Hall Clean Promotion Section.
O Where to ask
Clean Promotion Section.
Phone : 047-436-2434
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Preparations for power outages
- and water outages in the event of a
- typhoon, heavy rain, or earthquake
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In the typhoon damage that
occurred around the beginning
of September 2019, there was a
major damage in Chiba Prefecture
due to power outages and water
outages.

@ Prepare for the following in
preparation for power outages
and water outages.

@ Power outage : Prepare one
flashlight for each person (don't
forget the spare battery) .

(@ Water outage : Prepare water
from the plastic bottle.

The recommended drinking water
is 3 liters per day per adult. Please
prepare more than 3 days. It is also
useful to have a plastic container
for receiving water distribution.

It is important to make
preparations for disaster
prevention and mitigation on
a daily basis, such as preparing
emergency carry-out bags, seismic
retrofitting of homes, and fixing
furniture.

Please check the Disaster
Prevention Handbook published by
Funabashi City for details.
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Funabashi International Relations Association services for non-Japanese residents
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RRLRETE FEELHUET(HH). Tobu Kominakan offer child care services(pay service) #F#2 BAET ¥4

Japanese Class for Non-native Children(pay service)
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Funabashl Official Guide Book /i #f i 4 7E 5% # (HE5 Hﬁfﬁﬁﬁiﬂlfﬂﬁ)
0 ovides information about daily life for foreign residents =

and consultation services.
This is available at Put Funabashi City Hall.
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